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Mission Statement 

 
Providing safe and  

efficient airport facilities 

for the economic  

benefit of our community. 

Mooo

Hello Everyone, 

 

Welcome aboard the inaugural issue of the Kissimmee Gateway 

òTouch & Goó newsletter. Our purpose in starting this publication 

is to provide another means of communication for the airport and 

control tower staff to relay important safety and procedural infor-

mation as well as a forum for articles of general interest to the 

airport community. At this time the frequency of the newsletter is 

undetermined. We will try to post something relevant once a 

quarter. I will accept and appreciate any items 

or articles submitted that are of a general in-

terest to the airport community at large.  

 

Please submit items for publication to Glenda 

Roig, airport administration intern, at 

groig@kissimmee.org Please take the time to 

review the information we have posted about 

your business at our Web site at 

www.kissimmeeairport.com Please pass any 

changes to Glenda at the e-mail address 

above or 407-518-2505.  

Pleasant reading ! 

Did you know? 

 

Did you know that the City of Kissimmee implemented the earliest  

known law or ordinance in the world pertaining to aviation? In 1911 

the City passed an ordinance instructing aviators not to operate air-

craft in the vicinity of livestock after an aircraft struck a cow. 

Kissimmee Gateway Airport is an Enterprise Fund of the City of Kissimmee 

 

Terry Lloyd, A.A.E. 

Director of Aviation 

mailto:groig@kissimmee.org
http://www.kissimmeeairport.com
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George Stokus, A.A.E 

Airfield Manager 

Hello and congratulations. You are reading the first Airport Operations article for the Kissimmee Gateway Air-

port in our very own airport newsletter. This being the maiden article, I thought that I would write about the 

number one safety issue at our airport, Runway Safety (Incursions). I promise that I will skip the same old song 

and dance when it comes to this topic, but rather I want to communicate how you as an airport user can help  

to prevent incursions, not as a pilot, but as a driver. 

 

Many runway incursions at the Kissimmee Airport are a result of a driver getting lost on the tarmac and wan-

dering into the Movement Area. As you can imagine any incursion could result in the loss of life for both the 

vehicle operator and the aircraft operator. As an airport user you are an essential part in keeping the airport 

and the flying public safe by following basic security concepts. 

 

Almost all our vehicular incursions are a result of somebody following a tenant in or going through a gate left 

open by an airport tenant exiting the tarmac. This action is commonly referred to as òPiggybackingó and it is 

not allowed at the Kissimmee Gateway Airport. When you properly exit or enter the airport tarmac through a 

gate you should remain adjacent to the posted stop sign or slightly past the gate loop to ensure that the gate 

closes behind you. Your vehicle then creates a barrier between the airport tarmac and the street entrance, 

which restricts access for vehicles behind you. This protects the tarmac and the airfield from having any lost 

drivers inadvertently enter the airfield and ultimately creating an incursion. 

 

A common situation in which òPiggybackingó is allowable would occur when you enter the gate and a tenant 

you know pulls up behind you. If you are certain that you know the driver you could then pull up, ensure that 

the vehicle behind you pulls up to the stop sign or slightly beyond the loop, watching to see the gate close 

behind them. Once that action occurs you may pull away with the gate open. Responsibility for the gate  

closure shifts to the last vehicle that traveled through the gate entrance. 

 

A common question I get from airport users is how long is the timer set for the gates to remain open. Most of 

the gates have a 15 second window in which the gate opens until the gate begins to close. Some gates do 

have a longer window depending on the type of traffic that uses the gate entrance; trucks need a longer span 

to get through the gate. If a gate does not close within a minute or two, then the gate is in a fail mode. The 

most common problem is because the vehicle is still sitting on the magnetic loop and the gate will not close if 

the loop senses a vehicle. Simply move the vehicle forward a few feet to clear the loop and the gate should 

close. 

 

If the gate still refuses to close, then let the nearest FBO know about the problem. The FBOs have our emer-

gency numbers and will be more than happy to contact us regarding the gate problem. If the FBO is closed, 

please contact the Airport Administrative Office at 407-847-4600.  Please leave a message with the operator.  

If the problem occurs after hours, our Airport Operations staff will check for messages and should notice an 

open gate, while opening the airport. 

 

Remember that you play a vital part in airport safety. Driving away with a gate open and not notifying the near-

est FBO or Airport Operations Personnel is irresponsible and could result in a tragic ending for both aircraft 

and vehicle operators. Ensuring that the gate is closed saves lives and keeps out a lost driver or a wandering 

pedestrian. Please feel free to contact me regarding this issue or any other items you may wish to discuss 

either by e-mail at gstokus@kissimmee.org or phone at 407-518-2537.  George 

mailto:gstokus@kissimmee.org
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Kissimmee Gateway Airport Adds Flight Training School  

Orlando Gateway Sport Pilot Training Center increases airport offering  

Kissimmee Gateway Tower 

Orlando Gateway Sport Pilot Flight Training Center, a new sport pilot flight school at Kissimmee Gateway 

Airport, accommodates aviation enthusiasts who seek this specific type of license.  The sport pilot license 

training program costs about one-third of the price of a traditional pilot license program.   

 

òHaving a new flight school on property helps to grow our airport and increase our range of offerings to 

potential customers,ó said Terry Lloyd, director of aviation for the Airport.  òThe new Center is an excellent fit 

for our airport, as we meet the sport flying industryõs standards and pilot licensing requirements.ó          

 

Roger H. Frechette, a certified flight and ground instructor, owns and operates the training facility along 

with three other instructors.  Frechette and his team have nearly 20 years of flight instruction experience.  

 

The Center is associated with Remos Flight Training Center and it is one of four locations in Florida.  Partici-

pants can be certified with a sport pilot license in as little as three weeks.  The Center also offers Discovery 

Flights for $79 per flight.  For more information, please visit www.orlandogatewaysportpilot.com or call 407-

414-8359. 

Hello from the Control Tower.  The tower is owned by the City of Kissimmee. I work for RVA Inc., out of Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma and we are contracted to the FAA. Let me introduce the ISM Tower Team. My name is Glenn 

Huckeba (HA), (the two initials that follow our last names are our operating initials. These identify us for opera-

tional purposes), you will hear most folks call me Huck. I am the Facility Manager.  I started Air Traffic Control (ATC) 

in 1975 for the U.S. Air Force (USAF).   

 

Next is John Blakeney (JB).  John is the only controller currently working here that opened the tower on April Fools 

Day 1997. He started his career in the USAF in 1976. 

 

Kevin Oswald (OP) came to ISM from Salina KS six years ago, he started his ATC career in the USAF in 1980. 

 

Mike Link (LK) came to us from the FAA, he arrived at ISM in August 2006. He began his ATC career in the USAF in 

1986.   

 

Scott òMurdogó Murray (CG) arrived in Kissimmee in January 2007, after retiring from the USAF.  He started his 

career in 1992.  

 

Tom Brassard (BD) joined the Kissimmee team in April 2007. He came to us from the Key West Tower. Tom began 

his ATC career in 1970 in the USAF.  

 

Chris Mathis (CM) joined us in October 2007, coming in from the Naples Tower. He started his ATC career in the 

United States Marine Corp (OORAH) in 1993.  

 

Last, but not least, Christine Webb (CE) joined us in May of 2007, after a career in the FAA working the busy traffic 

in and out of the Orlando area.  Christine started her ATC career in the USAF in 1976.  As you can tell we have a lot 

of ATC experience in the control tower trying to keep the skies safe around the Kissimmee Gateway Airport. We 

strive to provide a safe and courteous air traffic environment.  

 

In keeping with idea of safe and expeditious flow of traffic I will provide a tip in each news letter. It will be from one 

of the many ATC regulations that apply. 

 

From the Airmans Information Manual (AIM): The first topic I would like to introduce is Radio Frequency Change 

Requests. We have many pilots, especially students that request frequency changes as soon as they depart. The 

following Reference Applies: 

 

Chapter Four, Section Three, Airport Operations: 

Paragraph 4-3-2. Airports with an Operational Control Tower: 

When operating at an airport where traffic control is being exercised by a control tower , pilots are required to 

maintain two-way radio contact with the tower while operating within the Class B, Class C, and Class D surface 

area unless the tower authorizes otherwise. Initial call-up should be made about 15 miles from the airport. Unless 

there is a good reason to leave the tower frequency before exiting the Class B, Class C, and Class D surface areas, 

it is a good operating practice to remain on the tower frequency for the purpose of receiving traffic information. In 

the interest of reducing tower frequency congestion, pilots are reminded that it is NOT necessary to request per-

mission to leave the tower frequency once outside of Class B, Class C, and Class D surface areas. 

 

Glenn Huckeba 

  Control Tower Manager 

http://www.orlandogatewaysportpilot.com/


 
 

 

Kissimmee Gateway Airport 

301 Dyer Boulevard 

Kissimmee, FL  34741 

 

Phone: 407-847-4600  

 

Fax:  407-847-8399 

 

E-mail:  groig@kissimmee.org 

 

Glenda Roig,  
Airport Administrative Coordinator 

 

We are on the Web!!! 

 

Www.kissimmeeairport.com 

The reason I bring this to your attention is that we are inundated daily with requests for frequency 

changes that are quite simply not needed. 

 Kissimmee Air Museum has expanded its museum to include new educational exhibits and pro-

grams. The new expanded exhibits trace the rise of air power from before WWII and how WWII influenced 

the rapid expansion of airfields throughout Florida, including Kissimmee.  The new exhibits include never 

before seen photos taken from a Japanese bomber that give visitors to the museum a birdõs eye view of the 

attack on December 7, as well as the little known stories that swirl around the events of the day, bringing to 

life the facts that people only read about.    

 The Museum offers continuous new and unique experiences for visitors through its VIP program; 

òVery Important Planes and People.ó Visiting pilots and planes come to the museum to share their stories 

throughout the year; making their history exciting and accessible to those who want to hear about history 

from those who made it. The Collings Foundationsõs F4U Corsair is presently on display for visitors to enjoy. 

Other visiting fighters and bombers are scheduled throughout the coming year.  

 The Museumõs new  òSave the Storiesó program will start up in January 2010, to record and pre-

serve the stories surrounding WWII.  With the help of experienced oral historian interviewer, Tom Mazzoli, 

òSave the Storiesó will not only record the history of people who contributed to the war on the front lines 

and the home front, but also share that first hand history with the younger generation.  Kissimmee Air Mu-

seum offers school trips that make WWII and aviation history take flight.   Teachers can bring their stu-

dents. Students are given a 30 minute guided tour through the museumõs hangar talking about the planes, 

the people and the history that they made. The guided tour discusses not only the principles of flight, but 

also aviation history and WWII history. Educational materials are provided for teachers free of charge  

to share with their students as a follow up to their visit that aligns their field trip to social studies, science 

and language arts curriculum. 

The Museumõs new educational offering is a perfect fit for girl scout and boy scout groups interested in 

aviation and earning their badges in aviation and aerospace. A visit to the Museum will count toward earn-

ing their badges while they learn about aviation and its role in history and technology.  

New EAA Chapter Coming to Kissimmee-Gateway Airport! 

A core group of Kissimmee-Gateway tenants, pilots and customers has been meeting over 

the last several months in a behind the scenes effort to organize a new EAA Chapter. 

 

Having an EAA Chapter on the field will present many great opportunities to present gen-

eral aviation, the airport, Osceola County and the City of Kissimmee in a positive light and 

illustrate the impact general aviation has on the community. The new chapter will permit 

such activities as EAA Young Eagle flights, pancake breakfasts, poker runs, fly-outs, host 

Boy Scout camping jamborees and many other events. 

 

Customers and tenants of the airport are welcome to attend the next organizational 

meeting scheduled for Thursday, January 7, 12:30pm at Warbird Adventures. For 

more information contact Stephen Gatlin at n39495@smartcity.net or call 407-432-6156. 

Kissimmee Air Museum shares Floridaõs rich aviation heritage through aircraft displays, educational exhibits, aircraft restoration and 

exciting hands-on flights in WWII fighter-trainers.  Experience aviation first hand. Interact with the planes, pilots and projects. Closed 

Sundays from July though November. For more information on the museum, up coming special flying events and Warbird Adventuresõ 

flights, call (800) 386-1593 or visit www.warbirdadventures.com.  Located at 233 N. Hoagland Blvd. Kissimmee, FL  34741.   

New Educational Exhibits and Programs at the Kissimmee Air Museum   

http://www.warbirdadventures.com/


December 12, 2009ñThe weather wasnõt perfect but that didnõt stop the small group of Easties 

from launching toward Merritt Island in the early morning hours. The mission? Delivering toys to 

EAA Chapter 724 for their Toys-for-Tots program.  The promise of pancakes and sausage may 

have influenced the GO-NOGO decision.  A slow (20kt headwind) but uneventful flight  had us ar-

riving at about 9AM ð in a Cessna, a Europa, a Rans and even an Archer we encountered along 

the way. 

 

After adding our loot to the already large pile spread over the wings of a resident plane, we 

gorged ourselves on the breakfast provided by Chapter 724 and President Don White. We visited 

a while, traded war stories, kicked (and refilled) some tires and finally departed for the trip back 

home. As we made our way west, I thought I heard some one on the radio ð òMerry Christmas to 

all and to all a good flight!ó 

East-T Comings and Goings 

Toys for Tots Fly-Out   


